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in General Studies in 1936. She lived in New 
York City ever since. 

Ms. Kheel’s goal was to make the American 
society ‘‘inclusive rather than exclusive.’’ It 
was her motto ‘‘never to entertain except inter-
racially’’ and not to support organizations 
which were not integrated. She remained 
truthful to these ideas throughout her life. She 
served on the board of the New York Urban 
League for more than thirty years and initiated 
its Federick Douglass Awards Dinner in 1966. 
For 25 years she was the chairwoman of this 
event, which honors leaders in the private and 
public sectors who try to eliminate race bar-
riers and promote opportunities for the dis-
advantaged. 

In the 1960s Ms. Kheel sponsored the pur-
chase of books for students attending the 
Frederick Douglass Junior High School in Har-
lem who had completed research on individ-
uals who had had a significant impact on Afri-
can-American or Puerto-American history. In 
1963 and 1964 she was a delegate to the 
President’s Committee on Equal Employment 
Opportunities and, from 1971 to 1986, she 
served as a trustee of the Schomburg Center 
for Research in Black Culture. The NAACP 
awarded her with the Unity Award in 1971. 

Ms. Kheel was also deeply involved in cam-
paigns for environmental justice. She served 
as chairwoman of the New York State Parks, 
Recreation and Historic Preservation Commis-
sion from 1977 to 1986 and as trustee of the 
Rainforest Alliance. The promotion of better 
public education in New York City was another 
issue close to her heart. 

Ms. Kheel ensured that her great contribu-
tions to the social life of New York City would 
not end with her death. In her last will, she 
asked her husband of 66 years, labor lawyer 
Theodore Kheel, to provide funding for char-
ities. The Kheel family decided to create the 
Ann S. Kheel Charitable Trust and endowed it 
with $1 million. I am very honored that the 
Kheel family has asked me to chair this Trust 
which will provide funding for educational, civil 
rights and other organizations serving dis-
advantaged New York neighborhoods. 

Ms. Kheel was an admirable woman and 
serves as a shining example in our society. 
Her death is a big loss for New York City, but 
she will always be remembered as a woman 
dedicated to achieving more social and racial 
equality in our society. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHRISTOPHER 
DARDEN AND WILLIAM SCHAUB 

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 2, 2004 

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Christopher Darden and William 
Schaub for receiving the 2003 Isaac M. Cline 
Award from the National Weather Service. 

The Isaac M. Cline Award is presented each 
year to individuals and teams that have made 
significant contributions in support of National 
Weather Service strategic and operational 
plans. Mr. Darden and Mr. Schaub were 
awarded the Cline award for their work dem-
onstrating exceptional metrological skill and 
professionalism on May 6, 2003. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Darden and Mr. Schaub 
are lead forecasters at the NWS Weather 

Forecast Office in Huntsville, Alabama. On 
May 6th, North Alabama was experiencing ex-
tensive flash flooding and numerous reports of 
tornadoes throughout the region. Mr. Darden 
and Mr. Schaub issued a series of Tornado 
Warnings that had an average warning lead 
time of twenty-three minutes. In addition, they 
issued several Flash Flood Warnings with a 
lead time of up to forty-five minutes. Due to 
the timeliness and accuracy of these severe 
weather warnings, Mr. Darden and Mr. 
Schaub likely saved numerous lives. 

Mr. Darden and Mr. Schaub are being rec-
ognized for efforts performed within mere 
months of the opening of the new Huntsville 
Weather Forecast Office. This is a testament 
to their knowledge and expertise that is critical 
to address the unique weather patterns and 
needs of North Alabama. 

Mr. Speaker, the Isaac M. Cline Award is 
the highest honor the National Weather Serv-
ice can bestow upon its employees. I rise 
today, to congratulate Christopher Darden and 
William Schaub on this honor. 
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Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to honor a great Tennesseean and a leg-
end in country music. Merle Kilgore is a busi-
nessman who has bridged his early music ex-
perience with today’s growing country music 
industry. 

Merle began his career in Shreveport, Lou-
isiana at the age of 14, carrying Hank Wil-
liams, Sr.’s guitar. Since then, Merle has risen 
as a leader in the country music industry. He 
co-wrote the ‘‘Ring of Fire’’ with June Carter- 
Cash, as recorded by Johnny Cash. That 
great hit sold more than sixteen million 
records. Merle didn’t stop there; he continued 
to write hit after hit developing his catalog to 
over 300 songs. All together his song collec-
tion has sold close to fifty million records. 
Merle’s first Top Ten record was self penned 
‘‘Dear Mama,’’ and he has accumulated sev-
eral others since. 

Merle moved to Nashville in 1962 and 
began his management career. Merle has 
been affiliated with Hank Williams, Jr. for more 
than thirty years. On April 7, 1986, Merle was 
named the Executive Vice President and head 
of management of Hank Williams, Jr. Enter-
prises. 

In addition to managing Hank’s career, 
Merle has served as Vice President of the 
Country Music Association and has served on 
the CMA Board of Directors since 1989. He 
has been President of both the Nashville 
Songwriter’s Foundation, as well as the Nash-
ville Songwriter’s Association International. In 
1987 he was named an honorary State Sen-
ator for Tennessee, and in 1998, Merle re-
ceived the Legendary Songwriter’s Award from 
the North American Country Music Associa-
tion. 

Merle is an accomplished singer, songwriter, 
and actor. He is a shining star in the nation’s 
entertainment industry. However, Merle is defi-
nitely not just ‘‘resting on his laurels.’’ For 
Singer-Songwriter-Manager Merle Kilgore, the 
best may be yet to come. Today I rise to rec-

ognize Merle and thank him for his dedication 
and his willingness to share his incredible tal-
ents with Tennesseeans and country music 
fans worldwide. 
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Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
am proud to announce a celebration to honor 
Cesar Chavez on April 24, 2004, in Kansas 
City, Missouri. This celebration commemorates 
his legacy and the eleventh anniversary of his 
death, April 23, 1993. 

Cesar has become a champion of working 
people everywhere. Born into Depression-era 
poverty in Arizona in 1927, he served in the 
United States Navy in the Second World War, 
and rose to become one of our greatest advo-
cates of nonviolent change. 

The farm workers who labored in the fields 
and yearned for respect and self-sufficiency 
pinned their hopes on this remarkable man, 
who, with faith and discipline, with soft-spoken 
humility and amazing inner strength, led a 
very courageous life. And in so doing, he 
brought dignity to the lives of so many others 
and provided inspiration for the rest of our Na-
tion’s history. 

After achieving only an eighth-grade edu-
cation, Cesar left school to work in the fields 
full-time to support his family. It was there that 
he noticed the labor contractors and the land 
owners exploited the workers. He tried rea-
soning with the farm owners about higher pay 
and better working conditions. But most of his 
fellow workers would not support him for fear 
of losing their jobs. Cesar’s dream was to cre-
ate an organization to protect and serve farm 
workers, whose struggles he shared. At the 
age of 35, he left his own well paid job to de-
vote all his time to organizing the farm work-
ers into a union. Cesar traveled from camp to 
camp recruiting workers, and the National 
Farm Workers Union was born. 

With a strong leader to represent them, the 
workers began to demand their rights for fair 
pay and better working conditions. Without 
these rights, no one would work in the fields. 
In 1965, the grape growers didn’t listen to the 
union’s demands, and the farmhands wanted 
a strike. The workers left the fields, and the 
unharvested grapes began to rot on the vines. 
Union members, Cesar included, were jailed 
repeatedly. But public officials, religious lead-
ers, and ordinary citizens from all across the 
United States flocked to California to march in 
support of the farm workers. In 1970, some 
grape growers signed agreements with the 
union. The union lifted the grape boycott, and 
its members began to pick grapes again. That 
same year, Cesar thought that even people 
who could not travel to California could show 
their support for his cause. Thus he appealed 
for a nationwide boycott of lettuce. People 
from all parts of the United States who sym-
pathized with the cause of the farm workers 
refused to buy lettuce. Some even picketed in 
front of supermarkets. 

By 1973, when Cesar inspired the people of 
Kansas City with his message of equality, jus-
tice and social change in an address at Penn 
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